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n Manuel Puig’s novel, Kiss Of The Spider Wom-
an, the two protagonists, Molina and Valentin, 
become enthralled in stories of fantasy in order 
to escape the hardships of their realities. Mo-
lina and Valentin, once subjected to the outside 
world’s norms and stereotypes, were initially 
unable to see how trivial their ignorance had 
been when they were fully immersed in their own selfish prob-
lems. These characters become more in touch with their true 
emotions; their subsequent actions come as a result of Mo-
lina and Valentin gaining a deep understanding of each other, 
rather than an apparent manipulation of each other, to achieve 
goals outside of the prison. The two characters were able to rid 
themselves of the negative illustrations society had cast upon 
their lives, therefore, also ridding themselves of prior selfish 
motives. The two  start a prison sentence together as very dif-
ferent people, with a lack of acceptance of each other. However, as the 
two inmates spend more time together, Valentin listens to Molina nar-
rate melodramas, and they soon realize that it is rather easy to let their 
guards down when they are free to explore what the privacy of their envi-
ronment offers them. Both characters soon come to realize that the cell 
in which they live can physically confine them, but it cannot limit what 
they can become, and the validation they both learn to give one anoth-
er. This understanding frees their self-seeking egos into a selfless love 
where their imaginations unlock the prison doors that surround them. 
Puig’s readers are conflicted as to Molina and Valentin’s true mo-
tives in this text. When the reader discovers that there is a possibility 
throughout the entire novel that both characters are acting on their 
own selfish desires, some are inclined to question whether the two 
men ever really loved each other or developed an intense connected-
ness at all. The reader learns that the warden asks Molina to obtain 
information on Valentin during their time together in the cell that 
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